- P ELE ' onE
~awas'sefit down...




Some Prayers
On observing the new moon
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O our Lord! Let this moon rise upon us in peace, faith,
security and Islam. Alfah is my Lord as well as yours.

On Beginning the Fast
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I'intend to fast in the morning of the month of Ramadan.

On Ending a Fast
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O our Allah! | observed the fast for your sake; | believe in
You and | have complete trust in You; and | end the fast by
eating which You have provided me.

In the ‘Night of Destiny” (Lailatul Qadr)
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O Allah! You are the Great Pardoner. You love to
pardon. Hence [ seek Your pardon.
(Tirmidhi-Kitab-ud-Da " awaat)
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Al-Qur’an

O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you, as
it was prescribed for those before you, so that
you become righteous.

The prescribed fasting is for a fixed number of
days, but whoso among you is sick or is on a journey
shall fast the same number of other days; and for
those who are able to fast only with great difficulty is
an expiation — the feeding of a poor man. And whoso
performs good work with willing obedience, it is
better for him. And fasting is good for you, if you
only knew.

The month of Ramadan is that in which the
Quran was sent down as guidance for mankind with
clear proofs of guidance and discrimination.
Therefore, whosoever of you is present at home in
this month, let him fast therein. But whoso is sick or
is on a journey shall fast the same number of other
days. Allah desires to give you facility and He desires
not hardship for you, and that you may complete the
number, and that you may exalt Allah for His having
guided you and that you may be grateful. (2:184-186)
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Al-Hadith

t is related by Hazrat Abu Hurairah (peace be upon

him) that Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said that Allah the Gracious said
that every act of a human being is for himself except
the saum (the fast) because it is for Me and I shall be its
reward i.e. he will be viewing Me. Allah says that fast is
a shield. Therefore, whenever one is fasting, he should
not indulge in foul talk and show rowdiness. Even if
someone starts calling him names or picks up a brawl,
he should tell him, “I am fasting”.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) said that I swear by Him Who holds my
life in His hand, that the odour of the mouth of him
who is fasting is more pleasant to Him than even the
fragrance of musk. It is because he has observed fast for
Allah’s sake. There are two glad tidings for him who
fasts. One, when he breaks his fast in the evening and
second, when He will be able to see his Lord as reward
of his fasting,

(Bukhari Kitab al-saum, bab hal yagoolo inni saaimun iza shutima)
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Sacred Sayings of the Promised Messiah®

Allah wants man to reduce one food, and increase the other

ollowing are some sayings of the Promised
Messiah (peace be upon him) which he said
about Ramzan on different occasions:

1. The third pillar of Islam is fasting. Peo-
ple are unaware of its true significance. The re-
ality is that if someone has not visited a country
or is not aware of some spiritual state, how can
he explain its details. Fasting does not mean to
remain hungry or thirsty during this month. It
has a substantial influence and it is a reality,
which is acquired only by experience. This is
human nature that lesser one eats, more self-
purified is his self and spiritual powers strength-
ened. By fasting, Allah wants man to reduce one
food, and increase the other. He who fasts
should bear in mind that fasting does not mean
merely to remain hungry. He should improve
upon the remembrance God so that he may
learn how to remain aloof from carnal pleas-
ures. Therefore, fasting means that one should
forsake the food, which nourishes human body
alone and acquire another food that nourishes
the soul. Those who fast truly and for the sake
of God alone and are not formal in this exercise
should keep busy in Tasbih and Tahleel, which
may provide them spiritual food.

(Malfoozat vol. IX, pp. 122-123).

2. The Promised Messiah (peace be upon
him) was asked about fasting during journey.
He said:

From the Holy Quran, it is very clear
that those who are sick or on a journey,
should not fast and this is a commandment.
Allah has not said that you have an option
to fast. In my opinion, a traveler should be
careful about this injunction “make up for
these fasts in other days”. It is as if, one

who keeps fast during journey and bears
the hardship, tries to please Allah by mani-
festing his personal strength. He does not
seek Allah’s pleasure by humble submis-
sion. He is misguided. True faith demands
obedience of the divine commandments
and abstentions prescribed by Allah the Al-
mighty. (Al-Hakam January 26, 1899).

3. At another place, the Promised Messiah

(peace be upon him) says:

If someone fasts in the month of
Ramzan while traveling or when he is
sick, he is disobedient of clear divine
commandment. Allah has clearly com-
manded that the traveler and sick are
not to fast while they are on journey or
they are sick. They should fast when
they reach their destination or regain
their health. They should obey the di-
vine commandment because salvation is
only by Allah’s grace. One can not win
salvation by strength of his deeds. Allah
did not say whether sickness is mild or
severe or journey is short or long. The
injunction is mandatory and all con-
cerned must obey. If a sick or traveler
fasts, will be considered disobedient.

(Al-Badr, October 17, 1907)

4, The Promised Messiah said about fidia:

Allah has based Shariah on conven-
ience. Travelers and the sick who can
afford, should pay fidia instead of keep-
ing fast. Fidia means to feed a destitute.

(Malfoozat volume 9, p. 430-31)

AHMADIYYA GAZETTE CANADA — OCTOBER 2004 — 3



Brief of two Friday Sermons

Professor Chaudhry Hamidullah Wakil A’la, Tahrik-1-Jadid, Rabwah, Pakistan

. In his Friday sermon delivered on 25% June

2004 in Toronto, Canada, Syedna Hadrat
Khalifatul Masih V emphasized in the light of
the Holy Qur*an, Ahadith and sayings of the
Promised Messiah, that it is important to stick
to the etiquette of travel, to take all necessary
precautions when traveling and to offer the
relevant prayers.

Man travels for all sorts of purposes, but
it is important always to adhere to Taqwa, and
the desire to obey the commandments of Allah
should always be close to one’s heart. Journeys
which are undertaken for Jalsa or Ijtima’a
should be solely for the sake of Allah and
should be free from all kinds of mischief. The
guests and the hosts should all try to help each
other. Try to make progress in taqwa, which is
your true sustenance.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) and the Promised Messiah.
(peace be upon him) both preferred to begin
their journeys early in the morning. They
prayed and offered Istighfar (when starting on
the journey), after getting on the conveyance
and after reaching the destination.

Once a companion came to the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and asked leave to go on an excursion.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) said: ‘The excursions of my Um-
mah are also Jihad in the way of Allah™. This
teaches us that our prayers during travel are
more likely to be accepted, and that travel af-
fords us the opportunity to reform our own
selves as well as to convey Allah’s message to
other people. All this is also Jibad. It does not
mean the Jihad of sword. Spreading the teach-
ings of Islam and calling people towards the
truth during travel are all practical forms of Ji-
bad, if at the same time, one makes progress in
Taqwa also.

May Allah enable us to tread the path of
His desires. Ameen.

2. In his sermon dated July 16, 2004 de-
livered at Baitul Futooh, London, Hadrat Khali-
fatul Masih V said:

After reciting tashabhhud, ta'awwuz and
Surah Fatibah he recited the following verse of
the Holy Qur*an:

O ye who believe! When you confer to-
gether in private, confer not for the purpose of
promoting sin and transgression and disobedi-
ence to the Messenger, but confer for the pur-
pose of promoting virtue and righteousness, and
fear Allah unto Whom you shall be gathered.
(Surah Mujadilah:10)

Hudur said:

One of the virtues which we have
been instructed to practice in our soci-
ety is concerning the proprieties of
meetings. Whenever we gather for
counsel, whether it is concerning the
protection of rights or administrative
reform, our counsel should not be sin-
ful, nor rebellious, nor disobedient to
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Al-
lah be upon him). When Nizam-e-
Jama'at has set out clear guidelines, it
is these which should be followed; no
one has the right to hold separate meet-
ings and disobey the command of the
Amir. The maximum one can do is to
inform the Khalifatul Masih or the rele-
vant department, and that is all. You
must pray also that things get better.

Whether your meetings are for reli-
gious purposes or worldly aims, always
respect the feelings of others, say good
things and always have tagqwa and the
pleasure of Allah as your aim. Try both
with word and deed to avoid mischief.
Always keep away from vulgar and aim-

(Continued on page 21)
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The Blessed Days

SYEDNA HAZRAT MAULANA NOORUDDEEN KHALIFATUL MASIH I

These are the days of blessed Ramadban.
... Allah has given special commandments for
this month and has especially stressed for their
compliance. Those who are on a journey or are
sick, they have been commanded to fast later
when their journey is finished or when they are
healthy enough for fasting. But for others, dur-
ing the day, both eating and Sexual activity with
their spouse is not permitted.

Eating is essential for the preservation of
self and cohabiting with your spouse is neces-
sary for preservation of race. But in Ramadhan,
Allah has commanded to desist from both of
them during daytime. In human life, nothing is
more important than both of them. No doubrt,
breathing is also essential, but man can not live
without it. Allah has made this month for the
purpose that when man is engaged in all other
works during rest of eleven months and he eats
drinks and cohabits with his spouse but is asked
to desist from these things for one month dur-
ing the day. Why? It is merely because Allah
wants him to do so.

During this month, man has been prohib-
ited to engage in these essential acts, and along
with it, he has been ordered to read the Holy
Quran, strengthen the Ramadhan and give Sa-
daga also. In this commandment it has been em-
phasized that when one adopts unnecessary
things by desisting from necessary things due to
a commandment of God, then why will he do
other prohibited acts against the command-
ments of God.

During the month of Ramadhan, there
should be lot of supplications, reading of the
Holy Quran and maintaining the values of
Ramadhan. It has been written in Hadith that
he who fasts during this holy month sincerely
and seeking sawab, his former sins are forgiven.

Alas! Some people say that during the
month of Ramadhan, their expenses soar but it
is not fair. In truth, these people are unaware of
the values of fasting. At the time of Sebri

(breakfast) early in the morning, they stuff so
much that due to indigestion, they keep on
burping till the afternoon. In the afternoon,
when their food nears digestion, they enjoy
tasty dishes in Iftaari (the evening meal) which
they eat like gluttons and due to this they be-
come sluggish and heavily sleepy.

They do not realize that fasting was an
exercise for self control and not that they
should spend far more than before and eat like
gluttons. Remember very well that the Holy
Quran started being revealed in this month and
it is guidance and light for the people. We
should act according to the guidance provided
by this Holy Book. Fasting brings affluence and
leads to the ways of ease in mundane affairs.
Remember that real comfort comes when one
dies or by desisting from evil deeds. Fasting also
brings comfort. With it, man can attain nearness
to God and become Muttaqi. If people ask, how
can one attain nearness to God, then tell them,
Allah says, “I am near. When some one calls me,
I answer the call of him who supplicates”.

(Haqaiq al-Furgan, vol. 1, p. 306-307)

Black Spot and Rnig of Light

Syedna Hazrat Maulana Nooruddeen
Khalifatul Masih I, explaining sin and virtue
says:

The great Sufis of Islam have writ-
ten that when a man commits some
vice, a black spot is formed on his heart,
which is loathed by angels and loved by
Satan. From then on, that man’s love
for wickedness starts building up and
ultimately he becomes perfidious and
disobedient. Similarly, when man per-
forms some virtuous deed, a halo of
light is formed around his heart and
when angels see the halo, they start lov-
ing him.

(Haqaiq al-Furqan Vol. 3, p. 22)
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Wagqar-e-Amal Song

HADAYATULLAH HUBSCH, GERMANY

e have received the following

beautiful poem about Waqar-e-
Amal from Germany sent by our German
scholar, Herr Hadayatullah Hubsch.
Wagqar-e-Amal is the hallmark of Jama“at
Ahmadiyya and hope the poem will be
enjoyed by everyone.

We’re doing Waqar-e-Amal,
We’re cleaning, we’re cleaning the earth,
We’re doing Wagqar-e-Amal,

Returning to her the beauty she’s worth.

Wagar-e-Amal,
Wagqar-e-Amal,
O Allah, bless the work of our hand,
Wagar-e-Amal,
Wagar-e-Amal,
O Allah, bless the work for our land.

What neglectful man

Has thrown away

We’re picking up humbly
That none can say

That dirt and filth

May spoil our way

We’re doing Waqar-e-Amal.
Wagar-e-Amal ......

When something is broken

We put it aright.

When something is rotten
We clear our site.

When something is missing
We move day and night,
We’re doing Waqar-e-Amal

Wagqar-e-Amal .....

The honour of labour

Done by the hand

Is service to all

And heaven sent,

It dignifies beauty

Of our land

We’re doing Waqgar-e-Amal
We’re doing Waqar-e-Amal ...

Price Increase for Katba
(Tombstone) Installation

SYED TAHIR AHMAD BOKHARI
CO-ORDINATOR FOR MAPLE CEMETERY

Effective 15™ July 2004, the manufac-
turer of tombstones (Katabas) has in-
creased the price of the Katba (tombstone)
to $1,500.00 per katba. The price includes
all costs — the granite stone, the granite
base, polishing all five sides, engraving,
transportation, installation and all taxes.

We have checked the market place
and still it is the cheapest price — almost
wholesale as compared with many other
Katba manufacturers who charge over
$2000.00. The stones are imported from
other countries and the increase is system
wide for all buyers.
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Fasting Is Prescribed For You

BAARAKZAI

his is the month of fasting and we shall dis-

cuss in the following article something
about the sacred month. Fasting has been pre-
scribed by Islam for its followers and is the third
pillar of our religion. The Arabic word for fast-
ing is SAUM and its meaning is to desist, endure
and persistence. The word itself shows its con-
notation in the language of Islam. This demands
to abstain even from what is permitted for a
fixed period, to stand firm in the face of hard-
ships, to give a spiritual exercise to human body
and soul.

What are the basic human desires for
which a human being longs for? They are eating
and drinking, which are essential for self-
preservation and sexual activity for procreation
of race. To abstain from them for a certain pe-
riod means SAUM, fasting or ROZA (in Urdu
language). This is what the Holy Quran de-
mands from a Muslim. But along with these
outward restrictions, fasting requires that one
should abstain from inner evil desires i.e. to
control the tongue from offensive talk, back bit-
ing, brawls, feuds, fighting or injuring others.
And this is the essence of fasting.

How, where and when the ritual of fast-
ing started is hidden in the shroud of antiquity.
The great English philosopher Herbert Spencer
thought that perhaps uncivilised people of an-
tiquity believed that by fasting, their food and
other edibles reach their dead brothers and sis-
ters, or alive who are not present or are away
from home. Islam prescribes its followers to ob-
serve fasting for full one month. It emphatically
states that this is no new ritual that is being pre-
scribed for them. It has been prescribed by the
past great religions. The main purpose of fasting
is to make the community virtuous. The Holy
Quran states:

O ye who believe! fasting is prescribed
for you, as it was prescribed for those be-
fore you, so that you may become right-
eous.

The prescribed fasting is for a fixed
number of days, but whoso among you is
sick or is on a journey shall fast the same
number of other days; and for those who
are able to fast only with great difficulty is
an expiation - the feeding of a poor man.
And whoso performs a good work with
willing obedience, it is better for him. And
fasting is good for you, if you only knew.

(2:184-185)

These verses very clearly explain some
commandments of fasting, its history, its impor-
tance and that of Ramzan itself. It also says that
this ritual has not been started by Islam for the
first time,

rather it has been a part of the command-
ment of the past religions also. Therefore, it
should not be taken as some innovative by Mus-
lims. The orientalists have bragged that as the
Prophet of Islam was illiterate, he was unaware
of the history of past religions. This verse is a
proof that their claim about the Holy Prophet is
prejudiced and biased. We would like to say
that their claim is false.

Hinduism claims to be the most ancient
among the religions. Brahmans keep fast on
11th and 12th of every Bikrami (Hindu) month
as the fast of AKADSHI. This counts 24 fasts in
a year. Some Brahmans fast on every Monday
also. Hindu jogis do penance and fast for forty
days and do not eat or drink any thing for
specified hours of day and night.

Jainis (followers of Jain faith) have very
strict rules of fasting. Their fasting period is for
forty days. In Gujrat and Deccan, (in India)
what is now Andhra Pradesh, Jainis observe fast
for several weeks every year. Among Jews, fast
is a divine commandment. Prophet Moses ob-
served forty days fast on Mount Sinai and that
is why Jews consider it a virtue to fast following
in his footsteps. But in the month of Tisrin,
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forty days fast is obligatory among them. Tisrin
is their seventh month and fast starts on its
tenth day.

We see fasting among Christians too. Je-
sus Christ fasted for forty days and forty nights
while in wilderness. And when he had fasted
forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an
hungered. (Matt:4:2) And the disciples of John
and of the Pharisees used to fast. (Mark 218)
Again Jesus, while commanding his disciples
about fasting, gives them instructions not to be
of a sad countenance. It is said: Moreover when
ye fast, be not as the hypocrites, of a sad counte-
nance: for they disfigure their faces that they
may appear unto men to fast.... But when thou
fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face.
(Matt.6:17-18)

Among the Zoroastrians, (Parsis), fasting
was not prescribed for the common people, but
it was mandatory for the priests and religious
ministers. How true is the Quranic statement
that fasting was a prescribed commandment
among the past religious communities also and
it was not new for Muslims.

Think about your daily needs and necessi-
ties and their primary purpose. We have innu-
merable desires, passions and cravings. There
are superfluous ambitions and aspirations. We
want to live in palaces and big mansions with
gorgeous furnishings and costly furniture. We
aspire for gaudy clothes and dazzling dresses.
Our food should be delicious, tasty and lus-
cious. It should be served in expensive and
costly crockery. Cutlery should be of gold and
silver.

If we don't have all these things, shall we
die? In Islam, such instances are galore that
rich and affluent people forsook them and
adopted poor living for themselves. Hazrat
Omar bin Abdul Aziz, the great Caliph of Is-
lam, before ascending to the throne of Khilafat,
which in those days had transformed into mon-
archy, was a pleasure loving person. It is writ-
ten that when he used to embark on a journey,
his make up baggage was a camel load. But
when he became Khalifa, he had only two pairs
of dresses, very simple food and simplest of

the homes. Hazrat Ibrahim bin Adham was a
king and left every thing and led a very happy
spiritual life afterwards.

Such instances are not extinct in other re-
ligions also. Saki Muni Gautam, who was later
known to the world as Mahatma Buddha was a
prince and by looking at the travails of the
world, abandoned his kingdom, his family and
his palatial home. But by abandoning all these
comforts and luxuries, does a man die? After
eliminating these artificial comforts and luxu-
ries, the genuine need to preserve life can be
summarized in a few words and that is "some
thing to eat and some water to drink." A few
morsels and a small amount of water will be
sufficient to keep body and soul together.

Just make a list of the innumerable crimes
and sins of mankind. The greed, avarice, mur-
der and bloodshed and the sum total will come
to providing of these comforts and luxuries.
That is why, practically in most religions, re-
strictions have been placed on eating and drink-
ing for a certain period and time, as a first step
to shun the mundane pleasures. The real pur-
pose of these constraints is that man should
gradually reduce amassment of aspirations,
yearnings, longings and passions as they are the
roots of trees of sin and crime.

Survival is not possible without eating and
drinking. This is the reason that religions re-
stricted the time and period of fasting. During
this time, a human being should make effort to
soar into the heights of spirituality. The aim of
man's life on this earth is to worship God Al-
mighty, therefore, during the fasting period, he
should make full effort to make this as goal of
his life.

What are the benefits man gets from fast-
ing? The Promised Messiah (peace be upon
him) says:

Last year's Ramzan seems as if it
ended just yesterday. The verse The
month of Ramzan is that in which the
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Quran was sent down as a guidance for
mankind (2:186) emphasise the glory of
the month of Ramadhan. Soofiya have
written that Salat (prayer or Namaz) pu-
rifies the self and Saum enlightens the
heart. Purification of self means to move
away from the passions of that self that
incites to evil. Enlightening of heart
means that gate of revelation be opened
for him and he may view God Almighty.
The same is pointed out in the words in
which the Quran was sent down.

There is no doubt that the fast itself
carries magnificent reward, but ill health
and needs deprive man from its blessings. I
recall that in my youth, once I saw in a
dream and I was told that to fast is the sun-
nah of the family of the Holy Prophet. The
Holy Prophet said about me that Sa/man is
from amongst us and he is of our family.
Salman i.e. al-sulhan that there will be
peace twice at his hands; one inner and the
other outer. He will do his job with mercy
and kindness and not with sword. I am not
on the way of Hussain who waged war but
am on the way of Hasan who did not.
Therefore, 1 observed fasts for six months.
During these fasts, I saw that pillars after
pillars of light were ascending towards the
sky. 1 am not sure whether they ascended
from earth or from my heart.

But all this could be done in youth and
if I wanted, I could fast even for four years.
But now, when I am above forty, I feel that
my condition is not the same. I could go to
Batala in those days several times a day
and felt no fatigue. (Batala is a town, 11
miles from Qadian - Editor). But now,
walking five or six miles makes me tired.

After the age of forty, man's vitality
begins to flag and formation of blood starts
diminishing. He goes through a number of
sorrows and afflictions which also affect
him. Now I have experienced a number of
times, that if I try to resist hunger, it starts

(Continued on page 13)

Precious Advice

(SYEDNA HAZRAT MAULANA NOORUDDEEN KHALI-
FATUL MASIH I)

Once again, I briefly say that the real pur-
pose of Deen (religion) is to define the ways of
virtue and vice. You should have faith in Allah,
faith in angels, faith in divine Books, faith in
His prophets, faith in the Day of Judgement
and your actions and motions should be accord-
ing to this faith. Account for your Self every
day. In the end, I would like to say one more
thing and bequeath to you that you should hold
fast to the rope of Allah. Quran should be your
Guidepost. You should have no feuds amongst

you because they block the way of blessings of
God.

The People of Moses were also devastated
in the wilderness due to this weakness. The fol-
lowers of the Holy Prophet Muhammad took
precaution in this regard and they succeeded.
Now, this is the third time and it is your turn.
Therefore, you should be in the hands of your
Imam like a corpse in the hands of Ghassaal
(who finally washes the dead body). All your
desires and intents should be lifeless. Get your-
self bonded with your Imam as the train is tied
up with its engine. Then see whether you are
drawn out of darkness or not.

Do Istighfaar repeatedly and keep on sup-
plicating. Do not let Unity slip out of your
hands. Do not be stingy in doing good to oth-
ers. You have found these times after thirteen
centuries. These days will not return till the
Doomsday. Be thankful to God Almighty for
this blessing, because by offering thanks, Allah
blesses all the more. Allah says in the Holy
Quran, if you will be thankful, I shall surely
give you more. But if you will be ungrateful,
My chastisement is very severe.

(Khutabat-i-Noor, vol. 1 pp. 163-64)
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Holy Month Of Ramadhan - Why So Important?

pring is arriving in the garden of spiritual

world. The doors of heaven are opening and
the shower of Allah’s blessings has started pour-
ing down. Pious changes are manifest in every
mu min. Everyone, young as well as old are
spending days and nights in the worship of Al-
lah. The Holy Quran is being recited abun-
dantly. This is all happening because the month
of Ramadhan is going to start.

Just as springtime is one of the physical
seasons so is the month of Ramadhan, the spiri-
tual springtime. We are fortunate that we are
witnessing this spiritual spring once again in our
lifetime.

In the following lines, we shall discuss
some things about this blessed month. It carries
the blessings and mercy of Allah. We are thank-
ful to Allah for providing us physical forms of
divine worship such as prayer, fasting and pil-
grimage to improve our moral and spiritual
condition. Fasting is the fourth pillar of Islam.
The word “Saum” (means to stop or abstain)
and is used in Arabic for fasting. Therefore,
fasting means that one refrains from eating,
drinking and sexual activity during hours of the
day. Otherwise in other days of the year all
these things are allowed during day also This
month comes once in a year to shower the
blessings and mercy of Allah on the believers. In
one way this month holds the status of a collec-
tive training period because everywhere, at the
same time, arrangements are made for Sehri
(food taken before dawn) and Iftari (food taken
at sunset). People embellish their spirituality
and are seen gathering Allah’s blessings and
mercy by worshipping Him.

Welcome The Month Of Ramadhan
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) has said:

Be prepared, the month of Ramadhan
is coming to you and remember that this is
a blessed month.

(Bokhari Kitab al-Saum)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) has declared this
month as the “month of Allah” because one
abandons all otherwise “lawful” things in
the way of Allah. He has declared this
month as the “Chief of the months”. Wor-
ship during this month carries more bless-
ings, therefore, one should fast with sincere
intentions and prayers should be offered in
greater numbers to win Allah’s pleasure.

The Doors of Paradise Opened

Hazrat Abu Hurairah (peace be upon
him) has narrated that the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
“When the month of Ramadhan starts, the
doors of paradise are opened, and the doors of
the hell are bolted and Satan restrained” (Sahih
Muslim Kitab al-Saum). In this Hadith the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has promised an exalted place in
heaven for him who keeps the fast because a
believer is enjoined to perform deeds that please
Allah and stays away from things immoral.

Reward Of Fasting

We know that every act of goodness is
rewarded. They are based on sincerity of
intention. Fasting is the only worship about
which Allah has said that He Himself is its
reward. This means that one develops such
close relationship with Allah that He Himself
becomes his helper. What more precious reward
can we aspire?

Hazrat Abu Hurairah (peace be upon
him) has narrated that the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “Allah
says that each act of man is for himself except
fasting, because fasting is for Me, and I am its
reward”.

(Sahih Bukhari, Kitab al-Saum).

Essentials During Ramadhan .

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) has guided Muslims for
each and everything. He has given detailed

AHMADIYYA GAZETTE CANADA — OCTOBER 2004 — 10



instructions when to start the month of
Ramadhan and how to spend time during the
whole month.

Hazrat Ibn-I-Omar (peace be upon them
both) has narrated that, “I heard the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) say that you should start fasting when you
see the moon for the month of Ramadhan and
stop fasting when you see the next new moon”.

(Sahib Bukhari, Kitab al-Saum)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) has said: “If someone eats
by mistake while fasting, he should continue
and complete his fast till the evening because it
is Allah Who made him eat or drink.”

(Sahih Bukhari, Kitab al-Saum)

Etiquette Of Sehri (Pre-dawn Food)

Sehri is a blessed meal. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has
said, “This is truly a blessing. One strengthens
the habit of getting up early in the morning and
worshipping Allah offering humble prayers to
Him.” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) also said, “Eat Sehri as
there are blessings in eating food at this time).

(Sahib Bukhari, Kitab al-Saum).
Breaking The Fast

There are some times during the day
when prayers are more liable to be granted. Al-
lah accepts more prayers at the time of breaking
of fast. In one of his saying, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has
reported to have said, “No prayer of a mu min
is rejected when he is breaking the fast”.

(Sunan ibn-1-Majah, al-Abwab al-Dawat).

Prayer

Allah forgives all the past sins of a person
who sincerely worships Allah during the month
of Ramadhan. In this month Allah’s mercy and
blessings are at their peak.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) has said that during Ramad-
han, Allah says, “Is there anyone who calls on
me so that I may accept his prayers? Is there
anyone who asks for anything so that I may ful-

fil his desire? Is there anyone who asks for for-
giveness, so that I may forgive?

(Sahih Bukhari, Kitab al-Tauheed).

Ramadhan — Anniversary of The Holy Quran
The revelation of the Holy Quran to the
Holy Prophet started in the blessed month of
Ramadhan. In a sense, in this month we as a
matter of fact celebrate the birthday of the Holy
Quran. To render our dues, we should recite
the Holy Quran as much as possible during this
month. In this month, at night, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) used to recite the Holy Quran in its en-
tirety along with Archangel Gabriel (Jibraeel).

Final Ten Days Of Ramadhan

Hazrat Ayesha (peace be upon her) nar-
rates that, during the month of Ramadhan, the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) used to be very active, and he would
stay awake during the night for his prayers and
used to awake members of his family for wor-
shipping”.

(Sahib Bukhari, Kitab al-Saum).

During the month of Ramadhan, worship
reaches its peak in the form of I'tikaf (retirement
for Allah’s worship). The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to retire to
the mosque in the last ten days of Ramadhan. He
would go to a corner in the Masjid-e-Nabawee
(Prophet’s Mosque) for his worship in seclusion.
In Islamic terminology, it is called I"tikaaf.

Ramadhan And Lailatul Qadr (Night Of Decree)
Hazrat Ayesha (peace be upon her) asked
the Holy Prophet, “O Messenger of Allah, if I
know this night is the Lailatul Qadr night, then
what should I pray? He replied, “you should pray,

O Allah, You are most forgiving and love
those who forgive others. So bestow Your
blessings on me and forgive me.””

(Jamiah Tirmizi, Kitab al-Dawat).

Lailatul Qadr is the night, which the Holy

Quran has declared that it is better than a thou-

sand other nights. May Allah enable us to be the

recipients of Lailatul Qadr night and truly benefit

from the month of Ramadhan. May Allah accept
our prayers. Ameen.
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Some Interesting Incidents

BAARAKZAI

Trusting God

Hazrat Habeeb “Ajamee (a celebrted
saint) once went for Wuzu at a small distance on
a well and left his coat on the roadside. Hazrat
Hasan Basri — another celebrated saint - passed
that way and saw the coat and waited so that
some one may not steal it. After Wuzu, Hazrat
Habeeb “Ajamee returned and saw Hazrat
Hasan Basri standing there. Hazrat Habeeb
greeted him and asked why he was standing
there. Hazrat Hasan said, "To whom did you
entrust your coat? What would have happened
if somebody made off with it?". Hazrat Habeeb
said, "I entrusted it to Him (God) Who ordered
you to take care of it."

The Great Honour of Woman

Some people came to Hazrat Rabia Basree
and said, "Madam! Men have been granted
many extra blessings not granted to women.
They showed miracles, and have been raised to
the elevated status of prophethood. But no
woman has ever been appointed a prophet to
lead mankind. Why are you so proud as a
woman?"

She answered, "Do you know that no
woman ever claimed to be God, whereas men
have committed this crime innumerable times?
Do you know that all prophets were born to
women alone? No prophet was ever born to any
man. Even Jesus Christ was born without the
aid of a male agency. But no one was born with-
out the aid of a woman? No woman ever
claimed to be a eunuch and this bad name is
also granted to men only. What do you think
about all this?"

They were dumbfounded and left quietly.
Presence Of Mind

Haroun al-Rashid, the famous Khalifa of
Banu Abbas once said that three persons con-
founded him in a talk. One was his mother who
was wailing at the death of her son Fazl. Seeing
her crying and sobbing, he said to her, "Dear

mother! I am your son in his place now. I shall
serve you and take care of your comforts and
offer you more respect than him." She said,
"This is all the more reason of my grief, because
his death has brought me so obedient, loving
and a glorious son".

Second was a tourist in Egypt, who
claimed to be Moses son of Imran. He was
brought to me and I questioned him, "How do
you claim to be Moses? He performed miracles
like turning his staff into serpent or showing his
bright hand. What miracles can you show"? He
said, "Moses showed his miracles when Pharaoh
said that ‘I am your great Lord’. I will also show
similar miracles when you will also make a
claim like him."

Third were some village rustics who came
to me complaining about their governor. I told
them that he was a pious, trustworthy and just
person. He was a great scholar too. Hearing
this, they replied that this is all the more reason
that others should also receive the benefits of
his wonderful qualities and better be transferred
to other regions and we be relieved of him.

The Bad Omen

Sulaiman bin Abdul Malik, the Omayyad
Khalifa was very particular about taking omens.
Once, he set out on a hunting trip and on his
way he met a one eyed person. He ordered him
to be arrested and imprison him in an old well
and said that if he got good quarry, he will free
him, otherwise he will be put to death. Why did
he come before him, knowing that Khalifa does
take omens.

The man was thrown in the well as com-
manded by Sulaiman. That day, he succeeded in
killing a lot of animals and was very happy. On
return he ordered the same old man to be
brought before him. When he came, he said to
him, "Old man! I found you very blessed and
lucky." The man replied, “Your Majesty! That's
true. But I never saw more ominous face than
yours".

AHMADIYYA GAZETTE CANADA — OCTOBER 2004 — 12



Sulaiman smiled and ordered to give a
handsome amount as his prize.

Sultan Salahuddin and the Wealthy Jew

Sultan Salahuddin Ayoobi, the great Mus-
lim celebrity of Crusades who defeated Chris-
tian hordes, needed money during his War of
Crusades. But the money was scarce and it be-
came difficult for him to provide. One of his
officers informed him of a wealthy Jew who
was a business man in the metropolis and could
lend the money.

Sultan immediately summoned him to the
court. When he came, he asked him, "Which is
the best religion - Islam, Christianity or Juda-
ism?" The Jew was flabbergasted and thought
that if he answered in favour of Islam, Sultan
would ask him why did he not become a Mus-
lim? If he answered in favour of Christianity or
Judaism, who knows if Sultan became annoyed
and punished him.

After a pause, the Jew answered, "Your
Majesty! I recall an anecdote at your asking the
question. There was a wealthy man who had
many sons and he loved them all. One of them
was his favourite and due to his amiable quali-
ties he wanted to give him a very special ring.
But he won't let it be known to other sons so
that they may not be jealous of him.

He hit upon a plan and got replicas of
that ring made but kept the special ring quite
separate and quietly gave it to his favourite son.
The other rings which were mere replicas he
distributed among other sons. So no one knew
who had the special ring. This is just the case of
one's faith also. '

Sultan was pleased to hear the anecdote
and rewarded the Jew and he went away. From
other sources, the Jew learned that Sultan had
summoned him for the money. So, he immedi-
ately went to the Sultan along with the gold
sovereigns laden on his mules and presented
them to him. The Sultan called his scribe and
got the deed written and put his seal on it and
handed it over to the Jew.

When the Sultan returned victorious from
the crusades, he returned the debt along with
other special awards. As long as the Jew lived,

he always received rewards from the Sultan.

The incident also gives an insight as to
how the Muslim rulers treated their non-
Muslim subjects far more generously and mag-

nanimously as compared to rulers of other
faiths.

—_——— e — e

FASTING IS PRESCRIBED FOR YOU
(Continued from page 9)

bothering me.
(Malfoozat vol. 4, pp.256-57)

Fasting is a kind of medication and its
quantity must remain proportionate. If the
medicine was administered the whole year, it
would be an unnatural treatment. It would
have terminated the physical struggle of
Muslims and smile on their lips would have
completely faded which absorbs the effects
of worship. On the other hand, if fasting was
prescribed for a couple of days, the medicine
would not have shown its efficacy. There-
fore, Islam prescribed only one month out of
twelve to fast continuously.

It was necessary to fix the period also so
that Muslims the world over should exhibit
unity of Islam. For this, the same period was
feasible in which the Holy Quran was revealed.
This commandment was revealed in 2 A.H. and
after that during the rest of his life, the Holy
Prophet faithfully observed fasting during the
month of Ramadhan. So did all the companions
following in his footsteps. Today the whole
Ummah accepts this month as month of fasting
and observes it as such according to their
strength.

May Allah grant us strength to observe
faithfully this holy month and we earn the
pleasure of Allah by obeying all His command-
ments honestly and sincerely.
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Persecution of Ahmadis in Pakistan

The Mullah and the MMA Put up the Anti-Ahmadiyya Resolution in National Assembly
The Resolutions aim at Serious Violation of Ahmadis’ Human Rights

NEWS REPORT JUNE 2004

Isamabad/Lahore; June 20, 2004

It is learnt from reliable sources that Mr.
Farid Piracha, a Jama'at Islami MNA has sub-
mitted two resolutions to the Secretary of the
National Assembly for discussion and follow-
up. These resolutions seriously threaten what-
ever remains of the freedom of faith of the
Ahmadiyya community in Pakistan. Mullah
Manzoor Chinioti, the General Secretary of
Khatme Nabuwwat (End of Prophethood)
Movement claimed credit through an article in
the Urdu press for this move. If accepted, the
resolutions will pave the way for further perse-
cution and suppression of other religious mi-
norities as well.

According to an article published in the
Daily Pakistan of 8" June 2004, Mullah Man-
zoor Chinioti, in a letter addressed to members
of the National Assembly, urged them to sup-
port the following two actions.

1. The State should take over the manage-
ment of Ahmadiyya Augaf (charity endowments
and properties), as (according to him) Ahmadis
spend these funds on publicity against Islam and

Muslims and on promotion of their own false
beliefs.

2. Entry of religion should be inscribed on
the national identity card of every individual. If
that is not possible, at least the colour of 1.D.
cards should be made different on the basis of
religious identity, as done in Igamah (stay per-
mits) in Saudi Arabia.

As for the Augaf, the Mullah spoke on the
subject in a public meeting on May 5, 2004 at
Rabwah. Part of the proceedings including this
demand was reported in the Urdu press. The
mullah also stated that he had spoken to Qazi
Hussain Ahmad (Acting President of MMA) and
conveyed to him that if the government takes
over Qadianis’ Augqaf, it will break their back.
The mullah quoted the precedence of the gov-
ernment take over of some Muslim and a few

non-Muslim Augaf. What he failed to mention
is that the exercise undertaken in 1960s was
based upon some sound and worthy principles;
‘breaking the back of a community’ was not one
of these. The mullah also claimed to have met
Mr. ljaz-ul-Haq the federal minister of religious
affairs, son of the late General Zialul Haq.

(The daily Nawa-1-Wagqt, April 15, 2004).

He quoted the Minister to have said that:

“No minority will be allowed to harm
the interest of Islam and the country...
Qadianis have no right to preach their doc-
trine of apostasy; they should understand
their constitutional status, should respect
the Constitution and the law and live like
good citizens, otherwise a serious notice
will be taken of their anti-Islam and anti-
state activities”. The Federal Minister was
invited to the International Khatme
Nabuwwat Conference to be held at
Chenab Nagar (Rabwah) on September 7;
he reportedly accepted the invitation. The
mullah also attributed to Mr. Jjazul Hagq
that he promised to support them on this
issue (of Augaf).

These resolutions have already been
put up to the Speaker who has forwarded
them to the Minister of Interior and the
Minister of Religious affairs for comments.
These resolutions bear signatures of 26
MNAs, of which 21 are from MMA and
others from PML (N).

Mullahs and the MMA apparently intend
to exploit the present volatile situation in the
country to achieve their long-term obscurantist
goals. They have acted this way before. By
adopting these resolutions, the Assembly would
effectively move the country away from the
President’s vision of Enlightened Moderation,
and push the state tighter in the clutches of ex-
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tremist and fundamentalist forces that thrive on
hatred, terror and militancy. These resolutions
unabashedly betray the philosophy, policy and
line of action of the political mullah in general,
and the MMA and Jama® at Islami in particular.

Severe Impediment to Ahmadis’ Practice of
Faith

Chak 37, District Sargodha; June 29,
2004: The police acted brutally to discour-
age Ahmadis build their place of worship in
this village, in clear violation of the provi-
sions of the Constitution.

The village Ahmadiyya community had
undertaken construction of the new mosque. It
had obtained an appropriate order from a court
in order to avoid any obstacles.

In the last week of June, an opponent, by
the name of Ghumman approached some other
court and obtained a stay order to stop the con-
struction. He brought the police along with
him who arrested 5§ men at the mosque includ-
ing two non-Ahmadi labourers. Ahmadi elders
tried to contact the police SHO who was not
available, so the five men spent the night in po-
lice lock-up. The next day the SHO let them
free.

On June 1, the SHO sent for the two par-
ties at § p.m. He heard their views and asked
them to nominate three representatives of each
party. Once nominated, the police arrested all
the six men under PPC 107/151.

The next day the two parties made peace
and a court set them all free. While making
peace, the issue of the construction was not
taken up. Ahmadis are now wondering how to
restart construction.

The incident shows blatant disregard for
Ahmadis’ Human rights. Non-Ahmadis would
not permit them to enter their mosque for wor-
ship, and the judiciary and police join hands
with Ahmadi-bashers to disallow Ahmadis to
construct their own place of worship. Where is
the freedom to establish a place of worship and
practice one’s faith as assured in Article 20 of
the Constitution of Pakistan?

A Deceitful Turn in Chak Sikandar Case

Chak Sikandar, District Gujrat; June
2004: It would be recalled that 10 Ahmadis are
facing trial wrongfully in the murder trial of a
mullah. Ahmadis did not kill him, and the po-
lice have no evidence against them. Eight of
these 10 Ahmadis are still in prison, but they
expect rightly to be set free as the prosecution
has no evidence against them except the fabri-
cated statements of the unscrupulous accusers.
Afraid of this eventuality, the opposition party
has moved a private petition on this case in the
sessions court. Their aim is to prolong the in-
carceration of the innocent accused. The ses-
sions court agreed to take up the case which is
actively under trial. The accused therefore, ap-
proached the High Court to disallow these du-
plicate proceedings. The High Court rejected
this appeal. Ahmadis have now appealed to the
Supreme Court, where it is still pending.

Being innocent is no help to an Ahmadi in
Pakistani environment. The establishment has
many ways to get him.

Disinterment by Order

Shaukatabad, District Sheikhupura; June
28, 2004

Mr. Naseer Ahmad, an Ahmadi public
servant of WAPDA died while on duty at
the end of June. He was buried in a
common graveyard.

Mullahs of Khatme Nabuwwat
organization agitated against this burial, so the
police had to intervene. The authorities decided
that as Ahmadis had no separate graveyard, let
the burial stay. Ahmadis were told to apply to
the government for grant of land to have a
graveyard of their own.

A few days later, the mullahs took up the
agitation once again and revived the dispute.
Authorities, ever willing and ready to concede
ground to the mullah where Ahmadis are
concerned, changed their earlier decision and
ordered Ahmadis to dig up the grave and take
out the deceased. With a heavy heart and in
great distress, Ahmadis complied, disinterred
the dead body under police supervision, and
reburied it in personal land of a relative.
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The mullah issued statements of joy and
satisfaction at the ‘final victory’ and demanded
that the brother of the deceased be charged
under PPC 298C, the anti-Ahmadiyya law. The
Urdu press obliged by printing he great news.

(The Daily Nawa-I-Wagqt, Lahore - July 2, 2004)

No Relief to Dr. Nawaz

Haveli Lakha, District Okara; June 27,
2004: On December 15, 1999 an unruly mob
attacked and destroyed the under construction
extension of the house of Dr. Muhammad
Nawaz Ahmadi and President of the District
Ahmadiyya Community. The mob ransacked
and looted a part of the house and put some
furniture on fire. All this happened in the
presence of the police. Dr. Nawaz and his
family saved their lives by jumping from the
roof of their house on to a neighbour’s
housetop. Subsequently, the police arrested Dr.
Nawaz and his two sons and charged them
under the Ahmadi-specific law. Neither the
hooligans nor their leaders were asked to
explain their loot and arson.

Dr. Nawaz and his sons were eventually
released from prison but they could not go back
to their hometown, nor did the authorities help
them to resettle there. Dr. Nawaz, now
homeless, sought refuge at some other location
and has continued to suffer from the
consequences of his ouster.

On June 27, Dr. Nawaz asked his younger
brother to have a look at the locked and
uninhabited house. On inspection, the brother
found that someone had broken into the house
and taken away part what was left behind. The
exact loss would be assessed only if a member
of the family could come and check the
inventory. The thieves had attempted to take
away the air conditioning unit, but could not;
however, in the process they had damaged it
beyond repairs.

Relief for the Victims of Rahim Yar Khan

R.Y. Khan: It would be recalled that a
septuagenarian President of a village

Ahmadi community and his two sons, a
doctor and a teacher were arrested in
December 2003 under PPC 298C, an
Ahmadi-specific law. Their application for
bail was rejected by the Sessions. The High
Court subsequently accepted the bail plea of
the old man, while the sons remained in
prison.

Now, six months later, the trial court has
found them Not guilty of charges and released
them. It is good news, but what about the ‘dead’
months in their lives. In fact it was not “dead
time”, it was a very bad time. The three
gentlemen are members of a respectable family.
Prior to this, they had no experience of police,
judiciary, prisons etc. Then, all of a sudden the
bolt of notorious anti-Ahmadiyya law fell on
their head. It involved exposure to police,
arrests, courts, lawyers, bails, and higher
judiciary. It means closing down clinic and
absence from the school. The costs were high
and indeed incalculable in terms of stress and
strain. The whole family suffered greatly,
including women and children, while in fact,
there was no case. The court gave that verdict.
Such is the evil of these Ahmadi-specific laws, a
legacy of General Ziaul Haq, the General
Musharraf the promoter of Enlightened
Moderation prefers not to undo.

Another Fraudulent Incrimination
Baddo Malhi; District Narowal:

During the month of March, the Baddo
Malhi police registered a case against 15
Ahmadi men and women on behest of an
Ahmadi-opponent. The charge was that of using
a loud speaker for a religious Jalsa.

Actually the occasion was nothing but a
get-together of Ahmadi young girls. No
loudspeaker was used and the program was held
within four-walls. The accuser reported to the
police who without sanction and thought
stopped the proceedings. Still they registered
the case on behest of the accusers.

At the request of the Ahmadiyya
Community, the DSP Narowal conducted an
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inquiry and finding the accuser’s complaint false
and baseless, stopped further action on the
criminal case.

As the government claims to give religious
freedom and human rights to all citizens, it
should support this claim by actually shunning
from obscurantist elements suffering from
Islam-phobia, and by visibly tilting towards a
liberal and fair position towards the
marginalized communities.

Bait From the New Version of Lashkar Tayyabah

Model Town, Lahore: Lashkar Tayyabah
is banned, but they remain free to operate
under a different name. Their activists have not
felt any need to go underground.

On Friday, May 28, 2004, an ex-Lashkar
Tayyabah Kbhatib of a Model Town mosque
delivered a slanderous and provocative sermon
against the Ahmadiyya community. The next
day at about 14-30, a man Abu Ubaidah Tahir
Rehman telephoned Mr. T.M. Khan, the local
Ahmadi Imam, and accused the Community of
corrupting Islamic teachings like Jihad etc. He
asked Mr. Khan for some books on the life of
the founder of the Community and proposed a
get-together at some pre-arranged location. The
caller invited Mr. Khan to revert to Islam, and
told him that he would call again. His phone
number was 0300-9480381.

Mr. Khan felt concerned with the tone of
the caller, and reported the matter to his
seniors.

Khatme Nabuwwat Conference at Rabwah

Rabwah: Although Ahmadis are
forbidden to hold their traditional peaceful
annual conference at Rabwah, the mullahs are
free to assemble at this Ahmadiyya town many
times a year and deliver the most hateful and
provocative speeches to their audience who are
transported here from other towns and villages.
According to press reports, one such conference
was held here on May 4, 2004. Excerpts from
the speeches and banners:

e Qadianis is a replica of Judaism, aimed at
weakening the Muslims. Qadianis’ identity

cards should be of a different colour.

o Listen Americans — We are your death.

e Qadianis are not infidels; they are apostates
(to be put to death).

o The government should take over Qadianis’
endowments and charities.

e Religion of the person should be entered in
identity cards. The colour of the identity
cards of non-Muslims should be different.

e The conference declared solidarity with the
oppressed Muslims of Iraq and demanded
the Government of Pakistan to take a tough
stand on the Iraqi issue and to condemn the
mass murder of Iraqis by American imperi-
alism. The Conference made a strong pro-
test to the Ministry of Education against
eradication of Jihad and Khatme Nabuwwat
doctrines from the curriculum.

¢ Qadiani places of worship should not look
like mosques.

o The declaration (permission of all Qadiani
periodicals including (the Ahmadiyya Daily)
Al-Fazl should be cancelled.

o The Qadiani community and its auxiliary
organizations should all be banned.

(The Daily Nawa-1-Waqt Lahore; May 5, 2004)

o Maulana Azizur Rehman Khurshid stated,
“We are the successors of martyrs of
Khatme Nabuwwat and also the successors
of martyrs of Afghanistan, the Taliban”.

* Maulana Abdun-Naeem Nomani stated that
the government intends to convert the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan into a base of
American interests.

o The crowd shouted the slogans:

The crown and throne of Khatme
Nabuwwat — Long live Death to Mirzaism
Whoever is a friend of the U.S, is a Traitor,
a Traitor.

(The Daily Jang, Lahore; May S, 2004)

It would be noted that the mullah uses the
Khatme Nabuwwat platform in the name of
religion but promotes his political agenda
therefrom.

Ahmadis behind bars for their faith
1. Eight Ahmadis of Chak Sikandar are in
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prison since September 2003 on fabricated
charges of a murder they did not commit.,
The other two Ahmadis were released on
bail in April.

2. Four Ahmadis of Takht Hazara are in prison
for the last approximately two and half
years. At Takht Hazara, five Ahmadis were
killed in anti-Ahmadiyya riots. Mullah Athar
Shah who precipitated the riots was set free
by the court. He is now operating in District
Khushab on a similar mission.

3. Mr. Muhammad Igbal of District Faisalabad
is awaiting bail and trial in prison on fabri-
cated charge of blasphemy

4. Mr. Zulfigar Ali is in prison awaiting bail
and trial under Hudood Ordinance on ri-
diculous charge of committing adultery with
his own wife, on the grounds that she is a
Muslim.

The Brick

We received the following interesting e-
mail from Rebecca Cien, Rick Brown Tracy
Stephens, from Lazzar. We hope that it will be
read with interest by our readers also.

A young and successful Executive was
traveling down a neighbourhood street, going a
bit too fast in his new Jaguar. He was watching
kids darting out from between parked cars and
he slowed down when he saw something odd.
As his car passed, no children appeared. Instead,
a brick smashed into the Jaguar’s side door!

He slammed on the brakes and backed
the car to the spot from where the brick had
been thrown. The angry driver jumped out of
the car, grabbed the nearest kid and pushed him
up against a parked car shouting, “What was
that all and who are you? Just what the heck are
you doing? That’s a new car and that brick you
threw is going to cost a lot of money. Why did
you do it?”

The young boy was apologetic. “Please,
mister ... please, I am sorry but I didn’t know
what else to do,” He pleaded. “I threw the brick

because no one would stop ...” With tears drip-
ping down his face and his chin, the youth
pointed to a spot just around a parked car.
“This is my brother”; he said He rolled off the
curb and fell out of his wheelchair and I can’t
lift him up,”

Now sobbing, the boy asked the stunned
executive, “Would you please help me get him
back into his wheel chair? He is hurt and too
heavy for me to lift up.”

Moved beyond words, the driver tried to
swallow the rapidly swelling lump in his throat.
He hurriedly lifted the handicapped boy back
into the wheel chair, took out a linen handker-
chief and dabbed at the fresh scrapes. A quick
look at the boy told the child that everything
was going to be okay....

“Thank you and may God bless you,” the
grateful child told the stranger.

Too shaken-up for words, the man sim-
ply watched the boy push his wheel chair-bound
brother down the sidewalk toward their home.

It was a long, slow walk back to the Jag-
uar. The damage was very noticeable, but the
driver never bothered to repair the dented door.
He kept the dent there to remind him of the
message. “Don’t go so fast through life that
someone has to throw a brick at you to get your
attention”. God whispers in our souls and
speaks to our hearts. Sometimes, those who
don’t have time to listen, He has to throw a
brick at them. It is their choice to listen or not.

God sends you flowers every spring. He
sends you a sunrise every morning. Face i,
friend — He is fond of you! He likes to bless
you. Now, it is you to obey Him, His com-
mandments, which He has conveyed to you
through Prophets, His Messengers and His Am-

From the Pre-Islamic History of Arabs

The Arabs were so fond of wine that Ibn-i-
Ghabsan Khuzaa"ee the custodian of Ka*aba sold
the custodianship to the great grand ancestor of
Quraish, Qusayy bin Kilab merely for the petty
price of a sack of wine.
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